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Agenda  item 6 

Native  American Political  Prisoner 
Leonard  Peltier's  health  status 

Madame Chairperson, 

During the precedent sessions of  the Working  Group on Indigenous  Peoples,  all countries 
agreed that it is a priority to improve the health condition of  Indigenous Peoples, but it seems 
that more effort  needs to be asserted in order to guarantee this right for  Native American 
Prisoners. 

As a concrete example of  the poor health condition of  indigenous inmates in the United States, 
we would like, once again, to voice our concern about the critical state of  the world recognized 
Native American Political Prisoner, Leonard Peltier. 

For the last three years Mr. Peltier's jaw has been frozen  open thirteen millimeters making it 
impossible for  him to bite or chew his food.  He suffers  daily from  excruciating headaches, 
watery eyes and jaw pain because of  this condition. Mr. Peltier is suffering  from 
complications of  two maxilla-facial  surgeries which he underwent at Springfield  Medical 
Facility in 1996. He must eat by forcing  food  through a gap in his front  teeth and then 
mashing it against his front  teeth with his tongue. The prison refuses  to blend his food.  He 
risks chronic infectious  processes involving blood, tissues and bones. Untreated, these 
processes could lead to sepsis, infectious  agents from  the mouth carried by the blood to the 
rest of  the body. 

Prison authorities clearly have shown a total lack of  concern for  the well being of  Mr. Peltier. 
The doctor who performed  the unsuccessful  surgeries told Mr. Peltier that he did not want to 
perform  them because Springfield  neither had the facilities  nor the proper staff.  He said he 
notified  the Bureau of  Prisons regarding this but they ignored his suggestion to have him 
treated elsewhere. 
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During the second surgery Mr. Peltier almost died. To recover, he was housed in "the hole", 
an unsanitary cell that is six by eight feet  long which was infested  with cockroaches and ants at 
the time. 

Dr. Keller, a renowned Maxillofacial  surgeon from  the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, 
has written to the prison telling them that he is willing to treat Mr. Peltier. However, prison 
authorities insist that Mr. Peltier's condition cannot be treated and does not warrant further 
treatment though they confirm  that his jaw is frozen  open 13 millimeters. No x-rays have 
been taken since 1996 and prison authorities are denying Mr. Peltier and his attorney's 
requests for  current ones. Without the x-rays, Mr. Peltier's attorneys can do nothing to 
legally challenge Mr. Peltier's current situation. 

Additionally, the Federal Bureau of  Prisons recently stated that Mr. Peltier is suffering  from, 
"diabetes, a cardiac condition, and hyperlipedemia." Because Mr. Peltier cannot chew, it is 
difficult  for  him to control his diet. This may be a contribution to these conditions which 
prison authorities say he is suffering  from.  He has had a stroke before  and the above are life 
threatening making his situation even more urgent. 

During the last 23 years of  his wrongful  incarceration, Leonard Peltier has also lost 80% of 
the vision in his left  eye. One can easily interpret the terrible health condition that Mr Peltier 
has been forced  to endure for  many years as another cruel punishment for  a crime he did not 
commit. 

The European Parliament adopted last February 11th a new resolution on the case of  Mr. 
Peltier, which "insists that Leonard Peltier be transferred  to a hospital where he may receive 
appropriate medical treatment". 

If  prison authorities continue to deny Mr, Peltier appropriate medical treatment, it might be 
considered a form  of  torture, according to International Law standards. We appeal to the 
world community to support Mr. Peltier's demand for  an immediate treatment by an 
independent specialist. It is our responsibility to ensure that the Human Rights of  this world 
recognized Human Rights Defender  be guaranteed. 

The Leonard Peltier Defense  Committee is aware of  other cases of  denial of  proper medical 
care for  Native American and Xicano prisoners (for  example the cases of  Robert Standing 
Deer Wilson, Luis Rodriguez, etc.), therefore  we are urging the United States to give a special 
attention to the health of  Indigenous inmates and immediately grant appropriate health 
services to Leonard Peltier. 

Madame chairperson, I thank you for  your attention. 


